PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



PCT/JP2003/014125 

■111111111 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 

(Chapter n of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P32411-P0 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 


See Form PCT/IPEA/416 


International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/014125 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
05 November 2003 (05.11.2003) 


Priority date (day/montli/year) 
06 November 2002 (06.11 .2002) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
B81B 3/00, G01B 7/30, G02B 26/08, H02N 1/00 


Applicant 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. 



1. This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. 
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sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 

| ] sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 
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, containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



□ 
□ 



Box No. I 
Box No. II 
Box No. Ill 
l~l Box No. IV 
Box No. V 

Box No. VI 
Box No. Vn 



Basis of the report 
Priority 
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INTERNATIONAL PRE LIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
Box No. I Basis of the report 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/014125 



L oTrwK^ iS ^ ° n i^temati0na, ^ lication to * e «W * which it was filed, u „,ess 

^ 3^ P( ? rt iS based ° n Rations from the original language into the following language 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: language , 

international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

Q international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2 ' 2cwTM° e,eme "*L of * e international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 

fi^iS^^SS response to an imitation underArticle 14 ~ referred '° in report 

The international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 



□ 



, as originally filed/furnished 



pages* 



| [ the claims: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 

pages* 



m received by this Authority on 
received by this'Authority on 



, as originally filed/furnished 



, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 



m received by this Authority on 
_ received by this Authority on 



I 1 the drawings: 
pages 



, as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 
□ the description, pages 

□ 

the claims, Nos. 



□ 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specify): 
Q any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



™L re ^ h £ be ^ n established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
Se702Tc)? COnSiderCd t0 g ° bey ° nd disd0SUre as fi,ed ' 88 fa *• Supplemental Box 

I I the description, pages 
I I the claims, Nos. 



□ 

the drawings, sheets/figs, 

the sequence listing (specify): _____ 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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International application No. 

PCT/JP03/14125 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1_32 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1_32 YES 

Claims NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1_32 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 
The following documents are cited in the ISR: 

Document 1: JP, 5-260766, A (Matsushita Electric Works, Ltd.), 8 October 1993 (08.10.93) 
Document 2: US, 6178069, Bl (NEC Coip.), 23 January, 2001 (23.01.01) 
Document 3: JP, 2002-236263, A (Olympus Optical Co., Ltd.), 23 August, 2002 (23.08.02) 
Document 4: JP, 9-159939, A (Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corp.), 20 June, 1997 (20.06.97) 

The subject matters of claims 1-32 are neither described in any of documents nor obvious to a person 
skilled in the art. 
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